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2nd. Robert de Turnham. 


He was not a Yorkshireman by birth, but he settled 
in the county upon his marriage to Joanna Fossard, the 
heiress of the last of the Fossards, lords of Doncaster and 
Mulgrave. 

Upon the death of his father he succeeded to the title and 
dignity of a Baron of England by tenure. At the commence- 
ment of the reign of Richard I. he held property in York in 
right of his wife, and at a later peridd he paid to the king a 
fine of six marks for the re-possession of his fee in the city 
of York, “quod captum fuit occisione Judzorum in manum 
domini Regis.” The small amount of the sum paid for its 
redemption shows that the property was not of great value. 

The Fossards were patrons of the parish church of St. Crux 
in York, and were owners of houses situate in a street called 
Isping-Geil, now called Spen-lane, adjacent to certain houses 
which belonged to Benedict the Jew in that street. 

They also possessed some intcrest in the Water Mills upon 
the river Foss, near the Castle of York, which belonged to 
the Knights Templars. Robert de Turnham was a distius 
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guished warrior and crusader. Whilst his hands were im- 
brued with the blood of the Jews of York, he hastened to 
join King Richard in the Holy Land, and his participation in 
that cruel massacre was no hindrance to his advancement in 
the favour of his sovereign. 

At the siege of Cyprus in July, 1191, he was one of the 
commanders of the fleet; and after Cyprus was taken, the 
king constituted him joint governor of the Island with Richard 
de Camville. The valiant actions performed by Robert de 
Turnham in the East were thought worthy of being com- 
memorated in the uncouth rhymes of Peter de Langtoft, a 
Yorkshire monk, who in the 13th century wrote a chronicle 
in French Alexandrines, which was translated into English 
verse by Robert de Brunne— 


“ Robert de Turnham se mene noblement 
La terre souz maryne ad conquis nettement.” 


This is a specimen of the Norman verses. Tho English 
translation, of a century later, runs thus :— 


“ Roberd of Thornham bare him nobilly, 
By the sea-syde he nam, and wan it per maistrie ; 
Then turned he to the king after his conquest 
Thei mad than a samenyng to go toward the West, 
The city of Nichoci thei wan, aud were thcrein, 
And another therbi, a town men called Cherin.” * 
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In the year 1193, when King Richard was a prisoner in 
Germany, and a treaty had been concluded with the Emperor 
for his release, he sent to England for ships to carry him 
home. Robert de Turnham, on that occasion, brought the 
king’s harness to London, and for his good service in this 
journey he was discharged of his share of the levy for the 
king’s ransom. . 

Upon the death of that monarch, Robert de Turnham 
propitiated his successor by delivering up to him Chinon, 
Saumur, and other castles on the continent of which he had 
the charge, and soon afterward King John conferred upon 
him the office of Seneschal or Steward of the provinces of 
Poiton and Gascony. 

It was not until after the accession of John that the whole 
of his Yorkshire lands were restored to him. In the year 


** Chron. of Peter de Lam gle ft, vol. i., p. 164. 
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1208 he gave two Spanish horses of value for the possession 
of his lordship of Bramham which had been in the hands of 
the king.'® 
About the year 1210 Robert de Turnham died,” leaving 
issue of his marriage to Joanna Fossard, an only child, a 
daughter named Isabella, whom, in the year 1214, King John 
gave in marriage to a Poictevin called Peter de Mauley, the 
founder of a family of whom many memorials still remain in 
different parts of Yorkshire. A contemporary chronicler 
imputes to this foreigner the infamy of being the murderer 
of Prince Arthur at the instigation of his profligate uncle, 
and of accepting the heiress of the lords of Mulgrave and her 
large possessions, as the price of the young prince’s blood. 
But some doubt may be entertained of the truth of this 
charge, when it appears that a short time before the king’s 
death Peter de Mauley had to pay the incredible sum of 
7000 marks, as a fine for having possession of the whole of 
his wife’s inheritance.” 
Euchans, after all, we have the right story in the exquisite 
scenes of our great dramatist. 


